+ 4 a * 
— 


# gs 
1b 1 5 
* . x 
8 
1 
7 4 * 
4 
4 * 
* * 
AC 8 * 
FS ? 
* f 
2 
— & 


A Phyſician in the Country 


ON 
IV e E T 18 


HIS ANSWER 


eee TE ES 
How better than they are, ate all things made 
By wonder ? BIM Jor x80 


——— 


PR 


LONDON: 
FRINVTED FOR J. DEBRETT, 
GPPOSITE BURLINGTON - HOUSE, IN PICCADILLY. 


M DCC LZ VI. 


PRE F A CY 


7 HE Editor begs leave to in- 
form his Readers, that the two fol- 
lowing Letters were not originally 

intended for the preſs; but a ſelect 

party of friends being of opinion 
. that they might not prove entirely 
uſeleſs, or unentertaining, obtained 
leave of the rite to give them 


to the public, with the addition of 


a few explanatory notes, 
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Londen, April 20, 1786, 


Dzar Docron, 


 YouR very anxious and 
particular enquiry concerning the pro- 
greſs of the new ſcience, which bears 
the name of Animal Magnetiſm, does not 
very much ſurprize me, as it ſeems to 


ſpread a general alarm through every 
*- M branch 


i 
branch of the medical profeſſion, by 
hanging out a ſpeedy, certain, and effec- 
tual cure for every diſorder to which our 
poot impesfe& frame is expoſed, either 
by inheritance, intemperance, or decay. 
Having had the curioſity to attend ſeveral 


public exhibitions of the, moſt celebrated 
profeſſor i in this line, and having ſpared 
no pains to make the moſt minute en- 
quiries into the grounds of his doctrine, 
T have been able to collect, that the 
Hſtem of this admirable and truly uſeful 
virtuoſo, as well as that of his enlightened 
brother adepts, is neaxly as follows: 
That the undeſcribable power, to 
which they have by common conſent 
agreed to give the name of Animal Mag- 
 netiſmy. is inherent in every living or- 
ganized being; but that the art of re- 
eipracaliy "plying it, to and from each 
other, 


BY > 
other, for the diſcovery and cure of the 
many diſtempers to which human nature 
is ſo liable, is known only to a choſen 
few; being the reſult of intenſe ſtudy, 
and not to be acquired without long and 
aſſiduous practice. That this knowledge 
is capable of being taught, and communi- 
cated like other branches of ſcience; but 
that ſome fortunate individuals will, not- 
withſtanding, poſſeſs this deſirable power 
in a ſuperior degree to others; in the 
ſame manner, as we every day ſee wide 
differences in the abilities, ſtrength, 
health, &c. of different perſons of our 
acquaintance. That ſome conſtitutions 
are much more ſenſible to the operations 
of this power than others, owing proba- 
bly to a greater irritability in the nervous 
ſyſtem. That perſons of firm muſcular 
texture, and rude health, are hardly af- 
fected by the emanations of the magnetic 

B 2 effluvia 


1 
effluvia at all; Nature having wiſely or- 
dained, that ſuch as ſtand moſt in need 
of the aſſiſtance of theſe ſalutiferous ex- 
halations, ſhould be moſt ſuſceptible of 
their energetic impulſes. That the effect 


of the magnetical effluxions on ſome ha- 
bits is ſo ſtrong, as to throw thoſe who 
poſſeſs them into a kind of temporary 
trance, or extatic idiocy, during which 
period they haye every appearance of 
ſomno- ambulants: This fituation the 
Learned revivors * of this art have choſen 
to dignify with the appellation of the 
crifis—T hat during this cri is the patient 
1s abſolutely, ſoul and body, under the 
— dominion of the perſon who has thrown 
ber + into this condition; and is obliged, 


| 58 | involuntarily, 


The Letter · writer s reaſons ſor uling the word 


revivors will appear in the ſequel. 


+ He deems himſelf authorized to make uſe of the 
| Eminine "One through this part of his letter, as he 
; never 


E EA ; 


E 


involuntarily, to anſwer every queſtion 
.. Propoſed by the magnetizu; and to ſub- 
mit to his, or her, commands impli- 
citly.—That as long as this ſtate of torpid 
inſenſibility continues, or, in the terms 
of art, during the crit, the patient is 
totally inſenſible to what ſhe does herſelf, 
as well as to what is paſſing around her; 
but at the ſame time, fhe becomes poſ- 
ſeſſed of the very peculiar and wonderful 
faculty of finding out the conſtitutional, 
or accidental, complaints of any perſons 
who will ſubmit to be felt and examined 
by her; her power, indeed, while ſhe re- 
mains in this admirable paroxiſm, which 
may be called either a ſtate of exalta- 
tion, or debaſement, is extended ſtill 


never ſaw more than one male patient under the hands 
of the operator ; or ever heard that any man had been 
found with nerves tender enough to reach the ſublime 


þeighth of magnetiſm called the crit. 
| higher; 


OW 

nigher; as ſhe is then likewiſe gifted 
with the additional and inconceiveable 
ability of perceiving diſtinctly, by the 
ſimple act of v/fon alone, what paſſes in 
the minuteſt veſſels of the perſon under 
her examination: ſhe continues in this 
enviable condition for ſome hours, long 
enough to ſcrutinize with microſcopic ac- 
curacy the internals of a variety of under- 
patients, unleſs the charm is taken off, 
if I may ſo expreſs myſelf, by the ſame 
: perſon who firſt brought her to the cry, 
or by ſome other operator equally ſkilled 
in this magnetic myſtery. What yet 
adds to this almoſt miraculous privilege, 
15, that the patient, when ſhe returns 
again to the enjoyment of her own pro» 
per faculties, is totally inſenſible to every 
particular which has paſſed during her 
temporary abſtraction. Such a prediſ. 


poſing idioſyncracy of nerves is not, in- 
. deed, 


T9 3 


deed, commonly met with, as enables a 
patient to arrive at a compleat crit; thoſe 
perſons therefore who are found perfectly 
ſuſceptible of ſo rare a ſenſibility, are 
conſidered as the diſtinguiſhed favourites 
of Nature, and are of courſe exceedingly 
: prized ; as by means of the diſcoveries 
made by theſe involuntary agents it is, 
that the Doctor arrives at the knowledge 
of the moſt complicated and hidden diſ- 
orders. The common ſymptoms of other 
patients, who are incapable of arriving at 
this deſired acme, are involuntary ſom- 
nolency, hyſteric and ſpaſmodic affections, 
ſuch as ſweating, laughing, crying, ſigh- 
ing, coughing, ſneezing, fainting, &c. 
&c. and a few are occaſionally thrown 
into the moſt violent convulſions. Theſe, 
it ſeems, are all of them different me- 
thods adopted by Nature, for throwing off 
the various burthens with which ſhe is 

overloaded. 


1 

overloaded.— A further principle of this 
very uſeful ſcience is, that the particles 
of magnetiſm rebound again, if I may be 
permitted to uſe the term, from the 
patients to the operators, mixed with, 
and accompanied by, the noxious miaſma 
of the diſeaſe itſelf, to the no ſmall an- 
noyance of the magnetizers; who con- 
ſequently find themſelves ſometimes in- 
volved in very diſagreeable and painful 
circumſtances: but theſe ſymptoms, 
though rather alarming, ſubſide by de- 
grees, according to the ſtrength, or weak- 
neſs of the rebounding impulſes. This 
effect is termed by the adepts magnetical 
re- action, and is more particularly felt by 
thoſe, who during the continuance of the 


cer ji on themſelves, are employing their 


newly acquired powers, in diſeovering the 
infirmities of the patients under their ex- 


amination, as roms by the evident 
marks 


(9 F 
marks of pain and diſtreſs, which they 
expreſs during their charitable inveſtiga- 
tion. 


This admirable operation is performed, 
by ſeating the patient in a chair, and 
throwing the animo-magnetic effluvia 
from the ends of the operator's fingers 
into the different parts of the patient's 
body, by gentle jerks, or ſprinklings, at 
any diſtance in the room *, both doctor 
and patient preſerving a rigorous ſilence, 
and the former rivetting his eyes ſtrongly 
on the latter. Though a conſtant action 
of the fingers 1s kept up by the operator, 


In his introduQtory diſcourſe, the learned profeſſor 
aſſures his auditory, that diſtance has little or nothing to 
do with the effects of animal magnetiſm, for that he 
could juſt as eaſily affect a patient from one ſide of 
Bloomſbury-ſquare to the other, as he could in his Ex- 
hibition-room ; an affertion which not one of the com- 
pany ſeemed to doubt the truth of. 


Ee ” as 


(Cw) 
4 if ho was fprinkling his patient with 
holy water, the ſtreams of the healing 


fluid paſs unſeen, unheard, and, by the 


confeſſion of the patients themſelves, to- 
tally unfele.. Three or four ſubjects are 
generally under this eourſe at the ſame 
time; one under the ſupreme director of 
"ths ceremony ' himſelf, and others com- 
mitted to the eare of ſome of his initiat- 


_ ed aſſiſtants, either male or female. In 


about a quarter of an hour the effects of 
the magnetic impreſſion begin to appear, 
vy a viſible anxiety and uncafineſs in the 
eountenances of the different patients, 
accompanied with a dejeCtion of look, 

and a difficulty of breathing ; the per- 
formers then ply them with- quicker and 
ſtronger motions of their hands and 
fingers, which, by degrees, occafions them 

ro exhibit the various appearances I have 
already deſerived,—Amang other patients, 
833 | which 


1493 
which at different exhibitions T had the 
pleaſure to fee ſubjected to this very 
ſingular operation, there was a robuſt * 

middle aged man, who, in hopes of a 
cure for a gouty habit, as he mformed 
_ the company, ſubmitted publicly to be 
worked into the ſtrongeſt and moſt vio- 
lent convulſions, to the no ſmall terror 
of the female part of a very polite and 
reſpectable aſſembly, which curioſity had 
contributed to bring together; This very 
eomplaiſant patient ſweated, groaned, 
writhed, kicked, plunged, and rolled 
about the floor, during the proceſs, with 
great ſeeming agony ; thongh, on an appli- 
cation to his pulſe, I could not perceiye 
any the leaſt alteration in that eſtabliſhed 
index of animal ſenſation.— On expreſſing 
my ſurprize, however, at ſuch a diſap- 
pointment, I was given to underſtand, 
that among other ſtriking charaQeriſtics 

C 2 of 
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of its ſingularity, this operation. poſſeſſed 
that of not at all affecting the arterial cir- 
culation of thoſe even under its ſtrongeſt 


| impulſes ; and that of courſe theſe mag- 
netic convulſions were very different from 
thoſe to-which the body is ſpbje& in the 
ordinary courſe of Nature; to which 
opinion I was the more readily induced 

to ſubſcribe, after making the ſame un- 

| ſucceſsful. experiment on a lady in the 
very ſublimeſt heighth of the celebrated 
crifis, who, though to all appearance half 
aſleep, quite lifeleſs, and utterly infen- 


ſible, poſſeſſed a very firm and regular 
pulſation... On this occaſion, though I felt 
i myſelf perfectly free from any indiſpoſi- 
Wl | tion, I could not reſiſt the very favourable 


| opportunity which offered itſelf, of being 
informed, with ſuch unerring certainty, 
whether every thing was really and Bona 
Jide as ſonnd within me as I flattered myſelf; 
I therefore | 


3 
I. therefore chearfully ſubmitted to the | 
uncontrouled examination of this ſingu- 
larly gifted damſel; who was accordingly 
conducted to me by one of the Doctor's 
female aſſiſtants, and ſupported herſelf 
by leaning on me with one hand, while 
ſhe employed the other in feeling, and 
wandering lightly, with no unpleaſant 
friction, over the region of the thorax ; 
occaſionally ſtraying down the ſternum, 
towards the enſiform- cartilage, and ſhort 
ribs; and at times inſenſibly creeping 
along the abdomen, in a direction to the 
os- pubis; which, as my ſenſations of 
every kind are naturally rather acute, pro- 
duced nearly the complicate, and Temi- 
painful effect of tickling; not willingly, 
however, to interrupt her intereſting re- _ 
ſearches, I bore her tantalizing touches 
with determined reſignation. After about 
ten minutes inveſtigation; the experienced 

| ſubſtitute 
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ſubſtitute under whoſe immediate in 
fluence my ſearcher was at the time, 
aſked her what the obſerved in my inſide ; 
ſhe replied in a languid broken tone, that 
Me plainly perceived ſomething red, with 
a black ſpot upon it; the adept immes+ 
diately told me, with the utmoſt gravity 
of authority, that my ſpleen was un« 
donbtedly affected: On a further enquiry, 
the ſaid, fhe diſcerned ſomething hke 
ſmoke riſing out of my left fide; this 
 pheenomenon her interpreter did not ſeem 
fo well able to account for; I could not, 
however, help giving ſome' degree of 
credit to the fair oracle, as I actually be- 
gan to feel, that my Jpleen was jndeed 
very inclinable to riſe, I then acquainted 
the manager, that having agcidentally in 
my youth had the misfortune to fracture 
2 rb or two, which at times gave me | 
___ pain, 1 ſhould conſider myſelf 
highly 


18 

- highly obliged to him, if he would direct 
his ſubmiſſive agent to exert her ſuper- 
natural perceptions, and inform him 
whether thoſe unfortunate bones were 
perfectly cemented. The Doctor, with 
the liberality of a man of true ſcience, 
ſaid, he ſhould be very ready to comply 
with my requeſt, as it was perfectly with- 
in the ſphere of his pupils power to ſatisfy 
any ſuch reaſonable doubts ; but that at 
preſent, he obſerved his protege was grow⸗- 
ing uncommonly faint and weak, and that 
humanity called upon him to reſtore her 
to her ſenſes ; which he accordingly pro- 
ceeded to do, with a fer vigorous and 
efficacious applications from the fingers 
of both hands; on receiving the influence 
of which, ſhe appeared to revive gradually, 
as from a dream, and thus the exhibition 
concluded. On my departure from this 
very extraordinary ſcene, I could not 


avoid 


( 


avoid remarking, that all who had been 


the ſubject of animo-magnetical experi- 
ments, except myſelf, remained in the 
learned Doctor's apartments, which led 
me to conclude, that they were either 
what is called in-door patients, or elſe, that 
with the politeneſs and liberality which 
ſo apparently diſtinguiſhes his conduct, 
this worthy profeſſor had previouſly in- 
vited them to partake of a refreſhing 
meal, after the fatigues of the morning. 


I have already hinted, that this pro- 
miſing ſcience is by no means a new diſ- 
covery, nor indeed pretended to be ſo by 
the modern revivors of it. A reader of 
curious reſearch will find evident traces of 
it in the Rabbinical writings of the moſt 
ancient Jews, as well as ut the books of 
the eaſtern Gymnoſophiſts. Something 
anologous to it may alſo be met with, 
| | diſperſed 


BE. 4 
diſperſed among the remaining fragments 
of Egyptian learning, and in the works of 
the moſt refined of the Grecian philoſo- 
phers. But a doctrine of this tendency 
Is much more perceptibly ſcattered up and 
down the abſtruſe and myſterious produc-- 
tions of many of the Roſicrucio-hermetic 
Illuminati, about two or three centuries 
back ; particularly in the occult philofophy 
of the celebrated Cornelius Agrippa—ln 
Raymundius Lulius de airtutue magnetic—In 
the'Theologia Myſtica of Conradas Abſurdus 
In Albertus Magnus De Natura Rerum 
In the Opuſcula Cirrioſa of Bartholdus 
Bumöbgſrokius.— The Mundus Magneticus of 
Cafimir Ololſtoy likewiſe abounds in refe- 
rences to the exiſtence of ſuch a ſubtle, 
und potent agent, in the component parts 
of animal bodies. Neither were the 
learned Arabian chymiſts and metaphyſi- 


cians totally without ideas of the preva- 
; D lence 


of 


1 
lence of this wonderful quality in man, 
as may : def eaſily ſens, by conſulting. the 
Ketazra Gn. of that eminent Doctor, Abdul- 


Far- aner, and others of their principal 


authors The ſublime and exalted doc 
trines of. guietiſm, which were propagated 
with ſuch wonderful ſucceſs by the Jeſuit 
 Molings,, about.a hundred and fifty years 
ago, ſeem alſo to have no ſmall connec 
tion Wich the lately revived opinions con- 
cerning. a iel coagnetife. 5, | the extatie 
tranſports, a. and, mental annihilations, to 
which the choſen devotees of that {& 


Wore red, ne the continuance of 


WHT 2 x4 


NE. innocent, of what 1 was [goin 80 on 


in the Poor d deſerted body, muſt be allow- 
ed to bear a ſriking ſimilitude to the pre: 


ſent faſhionable cri ifis. To an agency of 
this animo-magnetic kind muſt likewiſe 


be abu the ſucceſsful operatzons of 


5 _ that | 5 


* I > * — y 
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that renowned Jefuit, 'Fath, er Girard, upon 
his lovely penitents, Meſdames Cadlere, 
8 Batterell, La Guiol, La Laugier, La Re. 
bout, &c. &c. with this trifling difference 
only, that the pious director of the tender 
conſciences of thoſe ſuſceptible young 
: ladies poſſeſſed the more refined” art of 
communicating the magnetic impulſes, 
and producing | the deſired cri among 
his fair patients, by only breathing on 
them.— For my own part, I have eyen 
had my doubts, w whether a vein or this 
magnetic power is not diſcoverable 3 in the 
highly elaborated paſſages of ſome of the 
moſt ſentimental modern novels, eſpe⸗ 
cially thoſe imported from our refined 
neighbours the French, towards the im- 
provement of the riſing generation. The 
beet hör communications, undeſeribaBle 2 
ations, irdoluntary pahbitations, ineffable per- 
ling , ſympathetic attractions, lambent fe 
D 5 Jufions, 
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fu ſions, melting thrilling, intuitive vibras 
tions, fatal fa aſcinations, and extatic deliriums,” 
1 with which theſe moral and entertaining 
| productions are filled, may perhaps be as 
eaſily accounted for, by the energetic 
action and re· action of the animo- magnetic 
| particles, abounding in the corporeal 
atoms of two young perſons of different 
ſexes, * upon the old-faſhioned prin- 
Fiples of mutual love and ene | 


fi \ I x $1 | FF * 3119 


| en that your euriolity i is WY 
fatisfied, | as to the. undoubted efficacy of 
this method for the diſcoyery and Fare: -of 
every diſorder, I thall next proceed. to in- 
form you of the means, by which, out 
Engliſh, profeſſor of this uſeful. art pro- 
poſes to render it of the moſt en 
and extenſive benefit to mankind. 

his introductory lecture, which may 


Sales A ſnd of prologue | to thoſe elcemo- 


Et a 2 
Fnary * exhibitions, he pathetically la- 
ments the backwardneſs of the faculty, 
in applying to him for juſtruction and 
initiation; and very generouſly pledges 
himſelf to diſcover his ſecret, without 
fee or reward, to any ſix regular bred 
phyſicians, upon their giving him their 
honour only, that they will afterwards 
practiſe upon nine poor ſubjects gratis 
every morning. N ow, as the whole pro- 
ceſs ſeldom exceeds an hour for each 
patient, it is certainly not a little extra- 
ordinary, and mch to be lamented, chat 


124 9 


* The word 8 may. 3 be deemed by 
the reader to be improperly uſed in this place, when to 
is told, that the very candid profeſior inſorms his au- 
dience, that ſomething will be expected by the ſervang 
who introduces them, towards cleaning and preparing 
che exhjbition room, &c., Now, two hundred, or two 
hundred and fifty half-crowns, or even ſhillings, every 
week, is no trifling douceur to ſomebody, The fatnoug 
Celeſtial Doctor alſo gives his lectures gratis, on his 


ſervants receiving a ſhilling for candles. 
not 


E 
bot a firgle- individval of the worthy tribe 
of our medical philauthropiſts have yet 
| applied for admiſſion, as they could ar- 
ive at tlie poſſeſſion of this ineſtimable 
arcanum, for the paltry conſideration 6f 
devoting ſo ſmall a portion af their time 
as nine hoùrs a day to the relief of the 
poor and affficted. Another branch of his 
moͤſt benevolent plan is, to form two 
Hygiæan ſocleties, one of twenty ladies, 
and another of twenty gentlemen, who 
1 are ſeparately to be fully inſtructed in the 
34 theory and practice of this admirable yr 
BE tery 11 to uſe the worthy Doctor's 
= de grords, 75 They will be enabled tg 
ON prevent, relieve, and cure, almoſt every 
4 4 „ 'diſcaſe | to which the human body is 
A, 5 5 ſubject, without: the aſſiſtance of any 
| 2 reparations or. machinery whatſoever ; * 
. the great Maker of all having. 0-2-2370 
SE: fully ne: us che means of alleviating 
5 zan . | os. „ our 


6 83..} 


&* our own and our fellow-creatures ſuf- 
« ferings:” and of doing what is till more 
truly aſtoniſhing, .** of perhaps enabling 
$6 + life to continue until ſome, material part 
66 of the machine wears j.. — After 
each of theſe claſſes are fully and perfectly 
| accompliſhed, it is further intended, that 
they ſhall reciprocally, and without the 
ſmalleſt reſerve, communicate their diſca- | 
veries and improvements to each other.— 

This benevolent communication is * 
indeed, it ſeems, to be confined to Eng- 
land, but the public ſpirited Doctor pro- 
miſes to incorporate theſe choſen ſons 
and daughters of Hygiza into a very bril- 
liant corps of the fame kind, now flourith- 
ing in Paris with the dernier eclat, under 
the auſpices of his celebrated colleague 
Doctor D Eſon; a ſociety of which, if 1 
miſtake not, the much admired Count 
7 See the Doctor's little blue book, which is par- 
ticularly addreſſed, and given to che adi. 
4 | and 


( 2+ ) 
and Counteſs ce were the original 
founders ; and, till their late unfortunate 
retirement, the leading directors and pa- 
trons. As theſe ſocieties encreaſe, and 
improve, there is little doubt but they 
will be deemed worthy of princely en- 
_ © couragement, and formed into one grand 
and truly reſpectable body: nor do I de- 
fpair, but that the tranſactions of a Royal- 
| Animo-magnetic Society * will prove, | in 
due time, as uſeful, if not altogether as 
| entertaining, as the periodical publications | 
of other learned and dignified bodies. 
. e 8 The 
Sed the mode ren e this abſtruſe ſcience 
| Have thought propes to chtiſten' it by the name of Animal 
Magneti ſin, I have not been able to learn that the efficacy 
of their ſecret has been tried on any part of the creation, 


| Except the animal bipes et implume, for which I leave 
che profeſſors themſelyes to account. I cannot, how- 


"a ever, help ſuſpecting, that the variety of cheins ſcayants, 


Earned canary- birds, wiſe horſes, and pigs of know- 
ledge, not to mention the ſelect 1 ee 
* conipany at * e wut have been tutored 


k 
4 
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THE progres ind fuſion öf this myfte- 
fious {eiente* will Mcewiſe mbc Thevitably- 
Affürd à new And addition fund bf thats 


tet for ke pffagrüph writers"in but nu⸗ 
fierous dh) 4d Werk ly, ſheets Gf infol- 
tration. "Now, thyworthy lch fried, 36 
ahticpaticni"6f" every Kin d 16 f mth the 
fähicrr, T trüft you will ihdulge me, in 
466 Ktig forte? a few gears towards'the 
ebittents of furuts news papers, In which 
I catot but cbiiberre ſomething like the 


_ following artitles of inteligenes' muſt in 
couſe ae wer appearance $1:919? os k 
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by adepts wald 1. il iu ety retbbtcabll hah ut. 
tentive all theſe different rere — ap- 
pear to. be a l de OE 

If this is a tüliy the Caf 1 het reafon” why 

Not — ADaCLME being bro 
coup. our ſpavined horſes, and mangy hounds, from the 
fation? of therdileſs farriets, and commit them, 
as out-door patients at leaſt, to the care of the fubakern 
ſatellites of the animo-magnetic academies, 


- 


ue | hs 
5 E N 


3 
We have it inge power to affure 


dur rea- that the viglent. ſeucgz, and 
animolitics, which | have long — 
e art in 2 fair. way of — 
ppesdily adjuſted ; and, that a feleQjon, of 
the mgſt, experienced members 15 thate 
 Aifferept,badies;is; to bg cemente: 
grand  animo-maguetic ſociety, - without 
diftinftion of country, agg, ex, ar com- 
plexion; the only difficulty, ſeems to be 
in the diſpoſal.of the chair of this eminen 
and ſcientific meeting, for, which, honor, 
there are many candidates; it is ſuppoſed, 
however, the election will, fall either on 
the all-aceompliſhed' Colonel Vun Smouocß 


of ig wake the an Sig 


{1 ua 924 
i new. tos wala 
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es Prot Renſhigton Gate, t hear, 
| chat Lady Byidget Bandbutir was laſt Satur- 
day morning moſt diſagreeably interrupted 
in a magneticaf conference with Major 
Are Med, by che fudden and unexpected 
intruſion of the tws Miſs Fidgers, Juſt as 
che Major was erpekting the happy reſult 
of His efforts to reduce the fair patient to 
the'fo muck NEN chil.” | 


= 4 Q 


1 ole accounts tn Tottenham Court 
eder all. agree, that the new doctrine 
of abiimal magnetiſm begins iavoluntary 
10 mix irfelf with the: effuſions of the 
moſt gifted of the tabernacle apoſtles ; 
and that a certain wow popular holders 
forth was obſetved, in a late pathetic diſ- 
courſe; to Hint mote than cbliquely x at the 
magnetlei! i katluence of Hanes ä 
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( 48 ) 
.  Frorp,the Quakers meeting in Lowe 
O bart · Street, alſo, we are told of the like 
; general. tendency of, the faſhionable dog- 
| _Trine, Nhe chi is obſeryed to intrude itſelf 
into the pious. rhapſodies of the moſt-illp- 
minated ſpeakers J and that the celebrated 
female orator, . fiſter Ruh, was, convicted 


0 dropping Jomething abont the,magne- 


| tical operation gf the, ſpirig z.ſowe folks, 
indeed, go ſo far as to ſay, that this truly * 
enlightened fiſter bas ,FQually Hp ſed | 
| Nr one gf the preſent , female vr 
Lancies in the Royal-anims O-magnetic Sg- 


ciety, fo. receply,,,and; {p harmoniouſly 
eſtabliſhed, 1 
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9 la jnteligence, from Newmanr 
ſtreet iz that S engl Drepdnayghty, B 


ing very gogd-naturedly, undertaken. the 
cure of the celebrated Sally Sulphur, who 


has long been labouring \ under a compli- 
* * 2 4 ation 


\ 
; * 
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cation, pf- diſorders, ſuffered ſo. confidery 
ably from the deleterious, effects of the 
animo magnetic fe actian. chat he hos ur 
fortunately been. confined to his rgom-for 
ſome, weeks ; and it is even a, doubt 
among the members of the -Hygizan 
Korps, whether this brave and humane 
officer ilk ever * rightly By: own-map 
> © pref 
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vat, "a 2 certain, county, not a thou- 
FA miles weſt of London, we learn, that 
98. Miſʒ Patty Poater, a young lady of the 
malt remarkable ſenſibility, was taking. a 
ſolitary walk in ber papa's woods, with 
Reuffeau's, Eloiſe in her hand, ſhe Was 
 agepdentally; durprized by Lord Lurewell, 
3,1 Y ug: nohlemag remarkable for | his 

ſciegtific. .zeſrarghes: into the depths of 
apimalmagnetiſm; what may have paſſed 
1 this interviem is Wat 0 cou- 
1 i 9iemot © „eure, 
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Jecgute, as the young lady was found by 
ner aunt Ininiit, reelining on a moffy 
bank, in a kind ef half fleepy, but ap- 
parently pleaſing idioey, from which it 
was forme time before" the could be per- 
feQy | recovered, and even then ſhe was 
able to recolle& little more than the mere 
meeting wich the engeging Peer,” lt 


* $ £- 
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The laſt . vacancy in the Animo- 
 Maghetic Society, we bear, was filled by 
that very manly hero Major © Metherill, 

not long ſince diſtinguiſhed by the name 
of | the Brighton Taylor: This gentleman 
was; it ſeetns, propoſed 'by 'the Ducheſs 
Dowager of Dandillon, and: carriefl” his 
election by a moſtdetided majarity. Thie 
conteſt on this occaſibtt lay betweeir the 
„ ee illuſtrie 1 opera finger; 
Signor Cog/ionull glamull; but it ſects; that this 
unfortunate prince of quavers yas not fa · 
_ vyouredinith a ſingle female voice.“ 


Can Y 


' 4A Weſt- country paper acquainits us, 
tt as the Reverend Dr. Dumpling was 


preaching his afternoon ſermon before the 
Mayor and Corporation of B—; he was 
perceived to ſubſide by degrees into a 
ſtate of apparent lethargy, and actually 
bottom of his pulpit. The Aldermen in 
general imputed this unlucky miſchance 
to the narcotic. effects of half a dozen 
ſoſt - roe d mackarel. which the good 
Doctor had haſtily tucked under his girdle 
at dinner, without having time to dilute 
them with hig uſual quantity of port. 
| Some. more acute obſervers were, | how- | 
ever; inelined to think, that the Doctor's 
whimſical ſituation aroſe entirely. from 
the miſchievous  manceuvres of the 
dprightly widow, Mrs. Miſtfort, who 
was ſeated directly in front of the pulpit ; 
as that lady is well known to be a warm 

candidate 


(8-50) 
candid ty for a . - (c/orderd} and | 


her taper fingers 1109729 HAEt het very 
orthadbx.— If is ce h pered, "thai 
this:was:bym_pb means tlie feſt time ue 
eee the goss 
Noctor's philoſd hy.“ diqluq 2d 10 20d 
SUUGULLE! vaouſay ids borugnr h¹ο n 
ase We tejuft made acyeanited; hit 
: "hi aLtbcohowirs, SI malt-elegant” And 
acbompliſhed young? moblemat from PI 
andi is lately arrived at xh Royal Hotel; 
im St. James'si Street, with à view to:par | 
himſelf. under a regular dH of anititat 
magnetiſm; in hopes of relief for me 
very: alarming and intereſting fymptötns 
of relaxation, previsus to his efpOufafs 
with a. beautiful. young” Princeſs'of the 
noble and ancient Houſe T Dbidiniow/ty.” 
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A Correſpondent obſerves to us, that 
among other remarkable ſingularities at- 
tending the members of that very uſeful 
and diſtinguiſhed body the Animo- Mag= 
_ netic Society, and the inferior Hygiæan 
meetings dependant thereon, it is univer- 
fally allowed, that. their lucubrations, of 
whatever kind they may be, ſeem in- 
variably to tend towards producing op- 
polite effects on the conſtitutions of the 
different ſexes, by vifibly improving the 
corpulence of the female virtuoſi, at the 
ſame time that the male ſtudents are, by 
their indefatigable exertions, moſt of 
them reduced to mere ſkeletons.” 


<« T have thus, my very worthy old 


. friend, endeavoured to contribute towards 
Four informatio and entertainment, bx 


anſwering the different queries 1 lately 


received from you, in the beſt manner I 
5 F am 


; 3 
am able. I ought, perhaps, in a former 
part of this letter to have acquainted you, 
that the Doctor has already ſome very 
reſpectable ſubſeribers to both his claſſes 
of pupils, ſome of whom, among the 
male ſtudents, are kind and condeſcend- 
ing enough to appear, not only as en- 
couragers of the Profeſſor, s laudable un- 
dertaking, but even to at publicly as 
aſſiſtants at his weekly exhibitions. 
Equally ready on any future occaſion to. 


Adeͤevote the little leiſure I poſſeſs to oblige 


you, Fo : p 
ef * 
5 


I am, & 


TH 49 "F 


——, Mar 5th, 1786. 


You have: aſſure you, 
my dear Sir, very. materially gratified the 
curioſity of a retired old friend, by your 
obliging wks of the actual ſtate of the 
new revived ſcience of animal magnetiſm. 
Yet, as, an old man, who is perhaps a 
little ſoured by the long experience he 
has had of the weakneſſes and follies of 
mankind, you muſt allow me the liberty 
of ſaying, I cannot but be of opinion, 
that you have handled too lightly, and 
too much in the modern ſtile of levity, 
a ſubje& which, though it is certainly 
a fair butt for the ſhafts of ridicyle, 
yet at the ſame time appears to me big 
with fatal miſchief to the morals of my 

2 fair 


t Si 
fair countrywomen : You will therefore 

excuſe me, if I am rather more ſerious 
on the occaſion than you have thought 
it neceſſary to be, or than the object ap- 
. peared to you to merit. Vou have often 

heard me ſay I was perſonally acquainted 


with Mary Tofts, the famous rabbit 


55 breeder of Godalming; ; and that I knew 


the renowned Elizabeth Canning, and 
| had attended many of her examinations. 
You know that I. paſſed ſeveral nights in 
attending the knockings and ſcratchings 
of the Cock- lane ghoſt ; and we have 
together devoted a few occaſional hours 
to the extraordinary lectures of the now 
| forgotten Celeſtial DoQor. Yet to you, 
my friend, 5 will not hebtate to declare, 
that I conſider the preſent endeavours to 
introduce ſuch an abſurd doctrine as that 
of animal magnetiſm, as the moſt. impu- 
dent and barefaced attempt ever con- 


ceived 


& 5 — 
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ceived by the imagination of artful and 

frontleſs knavery, to impoſe upon the 

eaſy credulity of mankind, or rather of 


awomankind, as the weaker but moſt lovely 


part of the creation, ſeem to be the 


particular game for which theſe animo- 


magnetical ſnares are obviouſly preparing. 
I truſt, however, that the great ſhare of 
native delicacy, and good ſenſe, for which 
Engliſhwomen are fo juſtly celebrated, 

will prove a ſufficient guard againſt the 
principles of a doctine, which might 
otherwiſe prove ſo fatal to their virtue, 
and peace of mind.— Should not every 
woman ſhudder at the moſt diſtant idea, 
that it is in the power of a man, by any 
means whatever, to reduce her imper- 
ceptibly, and contrary to her inclination, 
to ſuch a ſtate as renders her totally in- 
ſenſible of what ſhe is doing, and per- 
fectly indifferent about her actions; to a 


ſituation 
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ſituation indeed, wherein ſhe is under the 


unavoidable neceſſity of ſubmitting im- 
plicitly to whatever he may require of 
her! With what propriety then can any 


woman of reſined ſentiments entertain a 
moment's thought of becoming a mem- 


ber of a Society eſtabliſhed on the ſup- 
poſed exiſtence of ſuch. a deſtructive 
power; or countenance, even by occa- 
ſional attendance, meetings where ſuch 
tenets are publicly inculcated by precept, 5 
and attempted to be enforced by ridi- 
culous, childiſh, and diſguſting experi- 
ments. I may, perhaps, be deemed too 
anxiouſly ſerious on this occation ; yet I 
cannot help wiſhing, that the fallacy, 


abſurdity, and dangerous tendency, of 


this new- fangled prevailing madneſs may 


fall under the critical inveſtigation and 


expoſure of as acute and indefatigable 
a friend to mankind as the public ſpi- 


ited : | 
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tited detector of the once followed Pi, 


cuyker, of Red. Lion · Square. If there are, 
as you inform me, an y gentlemen, either 
of real rank, or tolerable exterior, who 
openly eſpouſe the cauſe of animal-mag- 
nitiſm, I cannot avoid hinting, that their 
conduct in this particular muſt, in the 
opinion of the judicious part even of the 
' faſhionable world, moſt aſſuredly call in 
queſtion either their common ſenſe, or 
common honeſty. With my moſt ardent 
| Wiſhes for the detection of impoſture of 
every kind. 
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1 pon to the Houſe of my in 1786, by t 
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bt Hon, Epxund Bent 3 Editon 
INUTES of what was OFFERED by WARREN 
„Hasrinds, Eſq. late Governor General daf Bengal; at 
the the oat of the Houſe of Commons, upon the matter of 
Chirge e ef High Crimes and Ne e preſented 
him in 1786. Second Edition. | 
NUTEs of the EvIDencs taken before a Committee 
of the whole Houſe of Cammons, on the Articles of 
Charge of High Crimes and Miſdemeanors, N * 
the Houſe againſt WAREN HASTINGS, Bide ep | 
vernor General of Bengal, —C: ntaining the vidence Ker 
Sit . Barker, Colonel — Mjor Marſack, 
Captain Jacques, Majors Balfour, Gatdn ner, and * 
Mr. Middleton, and Captain Williams; the ſeveral 
Papers which were read. 
, The above intereſting Publications being all 
uniformly printed in 8 vo. may be had, en in one 
Voluche; price 1 58. half bound and lettered. 

Mr. HasTincs's NArRATIVS of the Insunkzerion 
at BENARESH; with an Appendix af Authentic. I apers 
and Adfdavits, elegantly printed in Quatts: : 

Copy of a LETTER from WARREN HasTINGs, Eſq. 
to the Court of Directors, relative to their Cenſure on 

his Conduct at Bxnarzxs; and alſo the AxswER of the 
2 of Directors Rare oy e, 506. Houſe” of 
Commons, u q 2d day of Marc *%. a. 
Oy © hien 1 ad deg, J . 

Mr. Harrntös 5 seg to . Davaruze, 
Eq. Chairman of the India Company, from Cheltenham, | 
July 11, 4785; on the * ct of Money * 15 

| Saves.” - IS. bd. ; 
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